1

OU Parsha Shiur 2021-2022

Shiur 21: Parshat Metzora/ Shabbat Hagadol
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

Approaching Pesach
Shabbat Para, Shabbat HaChodesh, Shabbat Hagadol, the Seder Night

|. Shabbat Para: Echoes of the Past
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i spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:
This is the ritual law that pijp' has commanded: Instruct the Israelite people to bring you a red
cow without blemish, in which there is no defect and on which no yoke has been laid.

A. Why?
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Parshat Para, dealing with the laws of Tuma and Tahara is read on the Shabbat before Shabbat
HaChodesh because of the Mishkan’s inauguration over the first 12 days of Nissan.
Every effort was therefore made to “purify” the Israelites in time for the Pesach offering.
[ Other authorities see its reading as an implicit prayer to return to the days of the Mikdash]
[Some authorities maintain that this reading is biblically mandated, as well]

B. Lessons
e Review manifold lessons discussed two weeks ago concerning Chukim and the concepts
of Tuma and Tahara

II. Shabbat HaChodesh: The Dawn of Nationhood
T-X:2' NInY
ANR7 DNIXYN YIRD NRTIREDYNTIR PIY R
NMIYN 'UTN? D27 KIN [IYRDY D'YUTN WK DD7 NTN WTNN
N7 NY NAX"NY DY WU'R DN7 INR'E DTN WTNT7 AWy K7 78w nTy~7079% NaT
=7V 100N 170X '9%7 W' NWD1 NOONA INA™7X 270 11DWI KIN NR71 nYN NI'NN NN VYN -oxI
nwn



2

OU Parsha Shiur 2021-2022

Shiur 21: Parshat Metzora/ Shabbat Hagadol
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

i said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:

This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of
the year for you.

Speak to the community leadership of Israel and say that on the tenth of this month each of
them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a household.

But if the household is too small for a lamb, let it share one with a neighbor who dwells nearby,
in proportion to the number of persons: you shall contribute for the lamb according to what
each household will eat.

A. Why?
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This reading is mandated in order to set aside Rosh Chodesh Nissan as the beginning
of the month which is the “first of the months.”

B. Lessons from Kiddush HaChodesh: First National Mitzva
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e Jewish Time: A message to the Israelites

e Partnership: D17 nion

e Controlling time: Rav Soloveitchik’s three aspects of time awareness
e Sanctifying time: Transcendent Kedusha; Most precious commodity
e Following the Moon: Reflected light; Renewing light

e Cycle’s beginning: Celebrating the journey

C. Lessons from the Korban Pesach and the Seder Night
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e BetweenNnTand nNn
e Societal building blocks
e Centrality of family
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This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly: it is a Pesach offering to pip:.
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Yossi Ha'Glili’s advice for travelers: be prepared

[1l. Shabbat HaGadol:
A. What makes this Shabbat Gadol?

e Along shiur
e The closing of the Haftara
e Shabbat, the Tenth of Nissan

B. The Question and Answer: Deciphering the message of Shabbat HaGadol



